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Abstract 
In the aftermath of collective violence, group members make sense of their group’s experience of 
violence in many different ways, and we refer to this meaning-making as collective victim beliefs. 
However, social psychological research has examined only a limited number of collective victim 
beliefs and limited contexts of collective violence. Therefore, a series of studies were conducted 
to investigate the diverse collective victim beliefs in South Korea, one of many understudied 
contexts where the collective memory of Japanese colonization is still salient. In the first study, 
we conducted a thematic analysis of articles from major Korean newspapers. The findings 
revealed three categories with several themes, describing challenges of victimization that are met 
with specific coping efforts and the transgenerational transmission of memories of historical 
victimization. Second, a survey study among South Koreans demonstrated that different collective 
victim beliefs are associated with distinct intergroup strategies (collective action demanding 
apology and reparation, support for reconciliation, and retribution), and the effects were mediated 
by the feeling of resentment. Finally, a Q-methodology investigation among a diverse sample of 
South Korean community members, examining sixty statements capturing different collective 
victim beliefs (based on an in-depth literature review and previous qualitative studies), identified 
two clusters of collective victim beliefs that were relevant in this context: 1) preserving collective 
memories, strengthening the ingroup, and demanding justice; versus 2) inclusivity, prosocial 
lessons, and moving forward. Overall, the current studies expand the diversity and complexity of 
collective victim beliefs and suggest crucial implications for understanding Koreans’ attitudes 
regarding historical and present-day Japan-Korean relations. 
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