
 

 
 

 

 

21 June, 2020 

The International Society of Political Psychology ISPP has learned about legislation which was 
passed by the Romanian parliament earlier this month that bans gender studies programs at 
the country’s schools and universities. We respectfully call on Romanian President, Klaus 
Iohannis to reconsider the proposal.  

Two years ago, a similar ban was implemented in Hungary, and we stand by our opinion that 
such laws threaten the academic freedom of students, teachers, and scholars, and question 
the academic autonomy of universities in Romania. The ISPP is an international scientific 
association with members across the world, including Romania. Our members include 
psychologists, political scientists, psychiatrists, historians, sociologists, economists, 
anthropologists, many of whom contribute to gender studies. Indeed, gender issues inform 
the work many of us do. Scientific analysis of social differences and structural inequalities 
from a gender perspective is crucial for the understanding of societies, historically and in the 
contemporary context. By banning gender studies, understanding these fundamental 
dynamics is hampered. ISPP appeals to the Romanian president to uphold the principle of 
academic freedom for researchers, teachers and students, irrespective of scholarly discipline. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee and the Scholars Under Threat committee,  

 
Nicholas A. Valentino  
President, International Society of Political Psychology 
Professor of Political Science  
Research Professor, CPS, Institute for Social Research 
 

 

 

Anna Kende, PhD 
Chair, ISPP Scholars Under Threat 
Associate Professor at Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest 

PRESIDENT 
Nicholas Valentino 
University of Michigan – USA 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Felicia Pratto 
University of Connecticut – USA 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
David P. Redlawsk 
University of Delaware – USA  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Severine Bennett 
ISPP Central Office – USA  
 

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Johanna Vollhardt 
(VP, Publications) 
Clark University – USA  
 

Christopher Federico 
(VP, Conferences) 
University of Minnesota – USA 
 

Aleksandra Cichocka 
(VP, Membership/Internationalization) 
University of Kent - United Kingdom 
 

TREASURER 
Melinda Jackson 
San Jose State University – USA  
 

COUNCILOR 
Bert Klandermans 
Vrije (VU) University – The Netherlands 
 

JOURNAL EDITORS 
Orla Muldoon & James H. Liu 
Political Psychology 
University of Limerick/Massey 
University – Ireland/New Zealand  
 

Stephen Nicholson & Efren Perez 
Advances in Political Psychology 
UC Merced/UCLA – USA  
 

ISPPNEWS EDITOR/ 
COMMUNICATIONS  
DIRECTOR 
Ozden Melis Ulug 
Clark University – USA  
 

3RD YEAR GC 
Roberto Gonzalez 
P. Universidad Católica de Chile – 
Chile  
 

Yanna Krupnikov 
Stony Brook University – USA  
 

Borja Martinovic 
Utrecht University – The Netherlands  
 

Masi Noor 
Keele University – United Kingdom 
 

Cara Wong 
University of Illinois – Urbana – 
Champaign – USA  
 

2ND YEAR GC 
Smadar Cohen-Chen 
University of Surrey – United Kingdom  
 

Anna Kende 
Eötvös Loránd University – Hungary  
 

Nour Kteily 
Northwestern University – USA 
 

Hannah Nam 
Stonybrook University – USA 
 

Ruthie Pliskin 
Leiden University – The Netherlands  
 

1ST YEAR GC 
Yasemin G. Acar 
ISPP Member – Turkey  
 

Rosario Aguilar 
Newcastle University – United Kingdom  
 

Monica Gerber 
Universidad Diego Portales – Chile 
 

Shelley McKeown-Jones 
University of Bristol – United Kingdom 
 

Laura K. Taylor 
University College Dublin/Queen’s 
University Belfast – Northern 
Ireland/Ireland  


